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travel.  The Department remains in strong support of this measure and recognizes the benefits to 
residents, visitors, first responders, and the overall sustainability of our trails.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

 February 1, 2019 1:15 PM Room 229 

In SUPPORT of SB 1068: Relating to Trails 

____________________________________________________________ 

 
Aloha Chair Kahele, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and members of the committee, 

On behalf of our 20,000 members and supporters the Sierra Club of Hawai‘i supports SB 1068, 
which makes an appropriation to the Hawai‘i statewide trail and access program Na Ala Hele. 
Funds will be used for improving access to and maintaining state controlled recreational trails 
throughout Hawai‘i and promoting hiker safety and hiker etiquette education and outreach. This 
appropriation is critical to ensure that the 128 trail and roadway features that Na Ala Hele 
manages (850 miles total) can be adequately maintained to protect our environment, ensure 
public safety, and keep up with increasing recreational use. 
 
The Sierra Club of Hawai‘i was founded in 1968 by a group of avid hikers and naturalists. For 
the past 50 years, we have led thousands of hikes and service projects throughout the islands 
to explore Hawai‘i’s unique natural spaces, mālama ʻāina, and inspire environmental change. 
 
Our volunteers organize and lead over 200 hikes statewide and help to maintain dozens of 
public and private trails every year. We know firsthand that our state’s trail systems- including 
the parking lots, comfort stations, pavilions, and picnic areas- are in need of maintenance and 
protection. Millions of residents and visitors utilize these trails each year for education, 
enjoyment, hunting, and cultural purposes and the amount of hikers and rescues are growing 
annually. Please adopt SB 1068 and adequately fund our state’s trail and access system. 
  
Thank you very much for this opportunity to provide testimony in support of SB 1068. 
  
Mahalo, 

 
Jodi Malinoski, Policy Advocate 
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Toni Withington 
Testifying for Ka Makani 

O Kohala Ohana 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

We strongly support this funding measure for Na Ala Hele trails. Funding is desperatly 
needed in North Kohala on Hawaii Island to improve the the extreme congestion, health 
and safety of the public at Pololu Valley Lookout and Trail. The community is working 
closely with Na Ala Hele to make the lookout and trail a safe and enjoyable experience 
for our Kohala citizens and visitors. 

We are a group of many families residing in North Kohala who have been working to 
improve coastal access for thirty years. Please help us clean up Pololu Lookout. 

Toni Withington, president 
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Jeff McDevitt Testifying for PATH Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I have practiced family medicine and sports medicine in Kona for the past 47 years. 
Rapidly increasing healthcare costs represent one of the most pressing problems for 
government today. We must be willing to spend ever more increasing resources on 
providing facilities for patients to exercise regularly, since this is the most important 
element in maintaining good health along with a healthy diet in order to reduce 
healthcare costs in our aging population. Na Ala Hele is an important contributor to this 
effort and I strongly support this bill for increased funding. Thanks, Jeff McDevitt M.D., 
Kona. 
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Tom Mendes 
Testifying for Solemates 

Hawaii 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I whole-heartedly support this bill for funds to create and maintain safe hiking trails in 
Hawaii. I represent a group of over 400 mostly senior individuals who hike weekly on 
trails on Oahu. We are responsible hikers who have an interest in the fragile 
environments where our hikes lead us and many of us are participants in activities to 
protect/re-establish the growth of native plants. Hiking is a healthful activity and needs 
to be encouraged, but our Hawaii trails need help. Many of our wildlands are in the 
rainforest and in constant need of attention. The amount of money requested is actually 
a mere token amount. A lot more is needed to bring our trails up to the quality I see on 
trails in the rest of the country. 
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Joe Carvalho Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

We strongly support this funding measure for Na Ala Hele trails. Funding is desperatly 
needed in North Kohala on Hawaii Island to improve the the extreme congestion, health 
and safety of the public at Pololu Valley Lookout and Trail. The community is working 
closely with Na Ala Hele to make the lookout and trail a safe and enjoyable experience 
for our Kohala citizens and visitors. 
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Submitted on: 1/30/2019 7:53:09 PM 
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Barry Lau Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted on: 1/31/2019 7:52:56 AM 
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Hearing 

Kapua Keliikoa-Kamai Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha kakou, 

I support SB 1068 RELATING TO TRAILS. 

I also request that the public awareness campaign include a PSA on each arriving 
flight.  We have too many tourist coming with little regard for safety and less for 
etiquette.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to support SB 1068 and request passage out of your 
committee.  

 



From: Patricia Blair
To: WTL Testimony
Subject: I support SB 1068, maintaining Hawaii’s Hiking Trails Properly
Date: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 5:48:00 PM

Patricia Blair, Kailua, 888-6393

Sent from my iPad



From: Me D
To: WTL Testimony
Subject: Testimony in support of SB1068 - WTL hearing on Friday 2/1 at 1:15pm
Date: Thursday, January 31, 2019 2:11:08 AM

Aloha Chair Kahele, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and members of the Senate Water and Land Committee. I’m writing
 in strong support of SB1068, which appropriates funding for Na Ala Hele, the State’s Trail and Access Program.

People come to Hawaii to experience islands steeped in natural beauty. Unfortunately, the number of people who
 come impacts the ‘aina significantly.  One way to enable enjoyment of nature while protecting the environment and
 wildlife is to have a well-maintained trail system.  Visitors and residents alike use the trails to explore, exercise,
 learn Hawaiian history, and develop respect for the magic that is Hawaii.  Without trails, people go off and make
 their own, destroying resources and putting themselves at great risk.  This is not only sad, it is costly.

Please support funding for Na Ala Hale. I use the trails frequently (several times a week), and when visitors ask
 about hiking, I direct them to the official trails and encourage them to use them, rather than go off to other areas
 that are not a part of the system. On my island, the trails are few, making it even more important to keep what we
 have in good condition and protected.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB1068.

Sincerely,
Susan Dils
808-757-8422
1300 Limahana Circle
Lahaina, HI 96761

Sent from my iPhone



SB-1068 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 8:54:23 AM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Augusto Decastro Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Amanda Allgood Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Hearing 

Jen McVeay Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha! I strongly support this bill! Please provide extra funding for trail maintenance and 
education. This extra funding will help keep both locals and visitors on our trails safer! I'll 
keep this short and sweet, and thank you for your careful consideration and support of 
this bill!! :) 

 



SB-1068 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 9:50:20 AM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Julie Yurie Takishima-
Lacasa 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1068 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 10:05:57 AM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Matthew Goda Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Request approval of this bill to ensure the natural beauty of Hawaii remains safely 
accessible to residents and tourists.   

 



SB-1068 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 10:21:33 AM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Bryan Haneghan Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Residents of the state of Hawaii as well as tourist from all over the world take advantage 
of access to the Na Ala Hele trail system. We must continue to provide that oppurtunity 
through improvements and community outreach. We are blessed to have a world class 
trail system available to us every day and we should ensure that is extended in the 
future. 
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Submitted on: 1/31/2019 10:29:06 AM 
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Ronald Warren 
Testifying for Oahu 

Resident 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

This is a very important organization for all Island residents. They have been there to 
clean up/ remove fallen trees and upkeep of all the trails! The tourist/visitors to the 
islands use every trail island wide. So this is crucial that funding for Na Ala Hele be 
increased!! This will help upkeep the trails that mean so much to the residents island-
wide. 

Mahalo, 
Mr. Ronald Warren  

 



SB-1068 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 10:42:07 AM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
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Hearing 

Daniel Gandy Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

     As someone who uses the Na Ala Hele trails multiple times a week, I feel that this is 
a great idea. Na Ala Hele does a great job of clearing trails and responding to issues, 
however, I feel that the response time to these issues could be greatly improved. More 
resources and staff laid out in this bill would assist them in improving their response 
times. 

     Another great thing about this bill would be more resources to maintain trails that are 
less popular such as the ones in the Waianae range. By clearing more of these trails, 
people can begin to explore more of our state and the beautiful trails it has to offer.  

     Hiking education laid out in this bill would also positively impact our community. 
Educating newer hikers how to act and respect our neighbors during quiet hours would 
go a long way into improving the relationship with people who live close to trailheads. 
Less complaints by the neighbors means the trails can remain open and enjoyed by all.  

    All in all, the passing of this bill will do great things for this already wonderful state. 
More people will be able to access these maintained trails and be active. Studies have 
shown that active people are happier than people with a sedentary lifestyle. I hope you 
agree with me and provide the great people Na Ala Hele the resources they deserve.  

 



SB-1068 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 10:59:42 AM 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Jimmy Lagunero Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Jimmy Lagunero, I am a born and raised kanaka maoli.  Hawaii has been 
home, and always will be.  As a local boy, what makes Hawaii unique is our aina, as 
well as our connection to it.  

I am in strong support of SB1068, and urge our legislators to support and even increase 
the funding and support of the stewards of our precious lands, and trails maintained and 
supported by the Na Ala Hele Program, it's staff, it's volunteers, and the countless 
others who are safer, more educated, and familiar with this precious resource.  If not for 
our Aina, and Our People, would there be a Hawaii?  Not only does the local residents, 
your constituents benefit from this service and resource but soo to does the countless 
visitors to our beautiful and fragile eco-systems.   

The amount requested is not enough to protect this priceless and perishible resource, 
and I urge you not only to approve this measure but to increase it and have it be a 
perpetual and  enduring requirement, not just for this fiscal year, but in perpetuity.  That 
an established percentage of the budget, be automatically allocated to protect and 
malama the aian and programs as such as this. 

Many lives have been saved by the proper care, maintenance and education outreach 
of our trail systems, to not fund and protect this resource 

If you don't, then will there be a safe place that our sons and daughters will know, or will 
it be forever lost? 

Mahalo Nui Loa for your consideration of my testimony and your support of our aina. 

Jimmy Lagunero, Native and Resident of Hawaii 

  

 



SB-1068 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 11:53:45 AM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 
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Hearing 

Jeff Huff Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

The Na Ala Hele trail system is a jewel to the State of Hawaii, the legislature needs to 
approve the proper funding so that it can remain as such. 

 



SB-1068 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 12:11:49 PM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Melanie Koehl Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

To Whom it May Concern,  

As an active trail runner and hiker, now more than ever, the need for Na Ala Hele is at 
an all-time high. It is good news that the visitor industry is doing well and that more 
people are getting healthier by going outside. However, this creates the need for safe 
trails and regular maintenance. It's amazing that this small agency does so much and 
covers so much ground. I applaud their efforts and hope that their agency grows in the 
years to come. We need them now, more than ever. Thank you for your consideration.  

Respectfully, 

Melanie Koehl 

 



SB-1068 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 12:20:12 PM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Robert Chenard Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

The statistic that fifty-nine per cent of Hawaii residents participate in outdoor recreation 
each year may be low. As a new resident to Hawaii, I found and joined a Facebook 
group that utilizes many of the nature trails on Oahu; I have seen other Facebook only 
groups that also utilize the Oahu trails. This causes me to question the low statistic of 
trail users living in Hawaii. Many of the trails do need state help in improving access to 
and maintaining these state controlled recreational trails. Many of these trail heads do 
not have adequate signage for where the trail begins; and several do not have parking 
infrastructure for residents and visitors to get to them easily. Residents and visitors to 
Hawaii would also benefit from the development and implementation of a more modern 
public awareness campaign that promotes hiker safety and hiker etiquette education 
and outreach. As a new resident and user of my adopted home state's trail systems, I 
urge state funding for these areas.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 



From: Ajay Patel
To: WTL Testimony
Subject: Testimony in support of SB1068 - WTL hearing on Friday 2/1 at 1:15pm
Date: Thursday, January 31, 2019 9:03:37 AM

Aloha Chair Kahele, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and members of the Senate Water and Land Committee. 

I’m writing in strong support of SB1068, which appropriates funding for Na Ala Hele, the State’s Trail and Access Program.
 Keeping up with the increasing impacts on our beloved hiking trails is a constant challenge. This bill would provide critical
 funds for improving access and maintaining state controlled recreational trails statewide and promoting hiker safety, hiker
 etiquette education, and outreach. Please support SB1068 and pass this bill.”

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB1068.

Ajay Patel
808-345-6303 cell
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Hearing 

Christina Torres Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

It is essential that we support our lands, protect them and protect those who explore 
them. This not only protects the land, but enables people to take better care of the land, 
and protect a vital resource to the beauty of Hawaii.  
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Submitted on: 1/31/2019 12:35:17 PM 
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Present at 
Hearing 

dana miller Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support funding for this bill. Our trail are an important cultural and recreational 
resource. Funding will help with trail maintanance to keep our trails as safe as possible. 
Also providing more information on trails may help lessen the impact on currently 
overused trails as people will be more likely to choose different trails for a more 
peaceful yet safe experience.  
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Submitted on: 1/31/2019 12:45:13 PM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Francis Navarro Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Sir/Ma'am, I hike or walk the trails of Oahu every weekend and sometimes Kauai too. 
I'm now 49yrs old and have been doing this since I was a child. I can see that many of 
our trails are suffering from all-time highs in tourist and resident use. The staff and 
volunteers do their best with minimal resources. It is time to augment the resources we 
use to repair, restore, and maintain our trails so they may continue to be used for 
generations to come. Mahalo Nui Loa. Francis Navarro 
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I strongly encourage our legislators to support SB 1608 and give Na Ala Hele the ability it needs 
to maintain Hawaii's trails. 
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Submitted on: 1/31/2019 2:57:19 PM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Hee Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am for this bill to be passed. I use the trail system regularly and have volunteered to 
help  Na Ala Hele and I have seen the great work that they perform . 
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SB-1068 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 3:42:17 PM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Tracy Carnate Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am in support of SB1068. As a local resident, who enjoys hiking on State-maintained 
trails, I appreciate the work of Na Ala Hele. I strongly believe that without proper care of 
the trails, more injuries and casualties will occur. Social media has the eyes of locals 
and visitors who wish to explore Hawaii's land. Maintained and defined trails make it 
easier for outdoor enthusiasts to navigate the land without incident. Thank you for your 
consideration. 
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SB-1068 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 5:16:53 PM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andrew Grandinetti Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Tourism is at record levels, and tourist are showing greater interest in the natural 
resources Hawaii has to offer. This has lead to increased use of our trails, requiring 
more maintance to keep erosion in check and keep the trails safe. As a result, this 
appropriation is important to continue to keep our trails bot haccessible and safe for 
residents and tourists alike. 
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SB-1068 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 9:20:50 PM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Rosemary Adam-
Terem 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

The Na Ala Hele trail system is a gem of Hawaiian nature providing access to the 
beauty and uniqueness of our islands. Our climate is hard on the trails and as usage 
increases with more tourists and residents learning of the trails, there will be more wear 
and tear. Good maintenance is difficult and essential. 

Please support Na Ala Hele by an appropriation of funds for this excellent program. 

Mahalo 
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SB-1068 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 9:28:02 PM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Hawkins Biggins Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

As an avid hiker on Oahu I absoltely support providing more funding for Na Ala Hele 
Trails & Access. Currently many of the Na Ala Hele Trails are not properly maintained. 
Trail maintenance is important for locals and visitors alike. Trail maintanance helps 
prevent people from getting lost or injured and unnecessary money being spent on 
rescues and injuries. There are many factors in Hawaii that cause our trails to need 
regular maintenance including the rough terrain. and weather.  Our vegetation is fast 
growing due to the rainfall and sunlight. And when we have storms, trees fall down, 
trails get eroded and need repair. Please provide adequate funding in order for Na Ala 
Hele to be able to keep the trails safe and open.  

Mahalo, 

Hawkins Biggins     
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SB-1068 
Submitted on: 2/1/2019 1:14:42 AM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Tony Barnhill Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

The trails in Hawaii allow us to be in nature, as close to how our ancestors lived. Safe 
passage on the trails is imperative not only to our locals, but for our visitors. Na Ala Hele 
does a lot with a very small staff. With the appropriate resources, there's much more 
that could be done to improve the experience of the trails.  
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SB-1068 
Submitted on: 2/1/2019 6:09:15 AM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Susan Vesel Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Thank you to the legislators who introduced this bill and I urge support for this increased 
funding. As an avid local hiker and volunter trail clearer with the Hawaiian Trail and 
Mountain Club I am committed to encouraging residents and visitors of all abilities enjoy 
the beauty of our state in a sustainable way. Better education on trail etiquette, parking, 
and trail maps are essential to recover a good relationship between hikers and 
residents. Trails in new areas would spread out trail use and enable people to see areas 
of the islands otherwise hidden. This bill costs so little compared to so many other 
programs and will have a huge return on investment in terms of sustainable tourism, 
benefit to residents, and stewardship of our beautiful islands.  

Thank you for your consideration and support. 
Sincerely,  

Susan Vesel 
Kaneohe, HI 
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SB-1068 
Submitted on: 2/1/2019 7:59:12 AM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Randy Ching Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Chair Kahele, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran and members of the committee, 

I am in strong support of adequately funding the Na Ala Hele program.  I have worked 
on trails for many years, especially Manoa Falls Trail, Kuliouou Ridge, Hawaii Loa 
Ridge Trail and Wiliwilinui Trail.  All of them get heavy use and my work (installing water 
diversions and steps) has not been able to bear the brunt of the increasing foot traffic. 

The internet has exposed several Oahu trails to tourists.  Up until the internet, a lot of 
trails were used mainly by locals.  Now, tourists outnumber residents on some trails.  Na 
Ala Hele needs funding to maintain and improve these trails. 

Please pass SB1068 and fund the Na Ala Hele program.  Mahalo for the opportunity to 
testify. 

Randy Ching 

Honolulu (makikirandy@yahoo.com) 
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SB-1068 
Submitted on: 2/1/2019 8:48:17 AM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Fred Boll Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hawaiian Trail & Mountain Club 

Feb. 1. 2019 

  

   

   

Hawaiian Trail & Mountain Club 

% Fred R. Boll 

95-318 Kaloapau St. #171 

Mililani, HI 96789 

   

Dear Senator/ Representative: 

   

First of all I would like to introduce you to the Hawaiian Trail & Mountain Club. We 
are a club of about 500 dedicated hikers incorporated in the State of Hawai`i. The 
Club was organized in 1910 and has over 100 year history of providing organized 
hiking in Hawai`i. The Club also has a long history of volunteer work on the trails 
in the foothills and mountains of Hawai`i. We have not been active in lobbying the 
Legislature in the past but certain conditions exist at this time that causes us to 
take a stand for the benefit of the trails and forest regions of the State. 
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SB-1068 
Submitted on: 2/1/2019 10:20:21 AM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/1/2019 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

patti Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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